Even though many know Weston resident Michael Freedland as a well respected attorney, or perhaps due to his charitable
endeavors, not many realize he has also played a crucial role in the shaping of our communities politics. Through serving on
committees, hosting fundraisers, and creating many informal connections, his efforts have undoubtedly brought about change.
Constantly multi-tasking among different roles, Freedland s political outlook has been focused on giving back in order to create
an equality of opportunity.

Freedlandss legal start was extraordinary. As a twenty six year old attorney fresh out of law school, he stumbled onto what
turned out to be the biggest story in sports memorabilia history. A client requested he handle the negotiation of the
sale of Mark McGuires 70™ home run baseball, the hottest piece of sports memorabilia on the planet. A natural
deal-maker and avid sports fan, Michael dove into the fray on behalf of his client. He recounts, Interest in the
baseball was intense. One private investment group had already offered a million dollars. My instincts told
me there would be even more interest in this item. | advised the seller to take the risky move of auctioning
the ball. Freedland took the ball to Guernseys auction house where it would be sold in theatrical fashio
at Madison Square Garden. The ve dollar Rawlings ball would fetch over three million dollars.

As founding partner of Freedland Russo, P.L., Freedland has applied this same passion into making
sure his clients get the maximum recovery. Most of our clients are catastrophically injured and they
only get one chance to pursue their case. We do everything in our power to make sure they get
the maximum amount to which they re entitled. Freedland has focused on protecting the publics
best interest over the past decade by specializing in medical malpractice, defective drugs,
serious personal injury, and wrongful death. Before age thirty he had already negotiated
over fty million dollars in settlements for clients, the stuff of Grisham dreams. Freedland was
among the rst lawyers in the Phen-Fen diet drug litigation, one of the nations most notoriously
publicized legal battles.

Both Freedland and his partner, Anthony Russo, Jr. are committed members of the community.
Their rm has entered into a long term commitment to serve as the Title Sponsor of the
Rotary Golf Tournament which bene ts scholarships to graduating high school students.
To have the things my family and | have been blessed with, it is my responsibility to
help those who may not have had the same opportunities, he says. From serving as
President of the Rotary Club of Weston, mentoring young students, to his passion for this
month s Harvest Drive, theres never a day off for Freedland. However, Freedland has
always been passionate about politics. | guess it must be in my blood. Ever since | was
a child | remember my family being involved in politics. My grandparents loved sharing
stories about the inaugurations they attended, he says. Freedland, alongside the rm for
which he worked before establishing his own practice, played a pivotal role in the 2000
Presidential Election litigation. He has been intimately involved with the daily workings of
the party, serving as a member of both the State Central and Executive Committees.

Freedland committed himself even further this past election. He served on the Credentials
Committee of the Democratic National Committee, the section responsible for restoring the
votes of Florida and Michigan. Those efforts led him to Denver where he sat front row as
President-Elect Barack Obama accepted the partys nomination. Ultimately, his hard work
and contributions have been undeniably in uential in the elections of many Democratic
candidates to public of ce. Testament to the fact some great traditions do not and should not
change, Michael and his wife Charlene will head to \Washington this January to witness the
inauguration of the 44" President of the United States.
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